
     The other morning walking my
kids to school I noticed an
ornamental plum tree opening up
its flowers. Winter is still around for
another month or so, and the
weather is below freezing in the
morning, but still the tree puts out
its petals and shines. 

     It makes me think of how God
can make the most beautiful things
bloom in the coldest weather, and I
hope he will do the same in the
hearts of the youth, giving them
strength and even joy to persevere
through any hardships that come
their way.

HELLO PARENTS,
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     This month our big event is
February Youth Retreat! Take a
look at the prayer requests to learn
how you can support us in prayer.

     Other highlights are the Parents
Night Out on 2/14 and Summer
Missions Trips taking applications
now.

     Read on to learn more!

Yours in Christ,

Elanor Lin

BLOSSOMING



     The youth group is just about to read Luke 5 this week. And in that chapter, we see how Jesus’
love for the poor and his forgiveness for sinners disrupted the value system of the religious
leaders of his day. The Pharisees were concerned that Jesus’ behavior towards these
questionable characters would send the wrong message, that he would seem to be enabling their
sin.

     The Pharisees never enabled sin. They separated themselves from sin and sinners. They
wouldn’t eat with them, wouldn’t tolerate them, would stamp out any sign of them.

     And that’s so often the attitude we have as Christians. When we see sin in other people, or
when we find it in ourselves, we want to separate. We feel worried about being made unclean.
We want to get as far away as possible.

     But Jesus wasn’t afraid of sinners or sin. Jesus came close. He welcomed them, touched them,
sat down to a meal with them. He knew that’s what he was here for: he came for those very
people. When a doctor sees a sick person, he doesn’t run away. He comes close and brings his
tools and helps treat their sickness. In the same way, Jesus wanted to be near the sinners so that
he could heal them.

     Take a moment to think of the last time you sinned. Maybe it was a small sin recently. Maybe
it was a big sin you remember from a while ago. Imagine yourself in that moment, upset and
guilty, feeling wrong and afraid. And imagine Jesus coming to you and saying, “Come on, I want
to take you to lunch.” 

     We Christians get so busy trying to be good that we forget Jesus loves us in our sin. Just like
the Pharisees we lose sight of Jesus’ real purpose: to call the sinners. To love the sinners. To die
for the sinners. And when we let him come near us, he heals us.

     This month let’s turn our eyes to Jesus, friend of sinners. And let’s allow his love to flow out
through us to the other sinners in our lives as well.

“The Pharisees and their scribes
grumbled at his disciples, saying, ‘Why
do you eat and drink with tax
collectors and sinners?’ And Jesus
answered them, ‘Those who are well
have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. I have not come to call
the righteous but sinners to
repentance.’”

LUKE 5:30-32

Parent Devotion



Youth Group Updates, 1
FEBRUARY YOUTH RETREAT

     Youth Retreat is almost here!! We have 36 youth from
Cupertino and 15 youth from Sunnyvale, along with counselors,
speaker, and family for a total of 66 attendees.

     We will be sending out a packing list next week, as well as
the Retreat Expectations Contract and Covid Health
Screen that both need to be returned the day of the retreat.

Friday 2/17 - Monday 2/20

     Remember: To help create a full retreat experience, we are requiring that all youth leave
their cell phones, laptops, and tablets at home for the duration of the retreat. Any
electronic devices found on site will be held safely until the retreat is over.

     Our speaker and leaders are hard at work preparing messages, games, worship, and all
the other things that go into a retreat! Thanks to all of them for their help!!

FRIDAY NIGHT TEACHING SERIES

Jesus Face to Face (1/6-4/21)

     These past weeks we’ve seen how Jesus is a figure to be reckoned with, recognized by
Christians and non-Christians as a central turning point of history. We’ve seen how John the
Baptist paved the way for Jesus by confronting sins and making our hearts ready to meet
the Savior. We’ve seen how Jesus himself was the most pure-hearted person who ever
lived, whom Satan has no influence over even to the point of death. Week by week we’re
building a picture of Jesus as a person who can be trusted with our lives.

     We’ve had three weeks of the Jesus Face to Face series so far! 
Middle School and High School have separated out into study groups
to read different chapters of the book of Luke. And several high
school students have volunteered to lead study groups and games.

     **If you have not already paid for your Scripture Journal,
please send $5 cash or Venmo @Elanor-Lin** Put your student’s
name in the memo. Confirmation last 4 digits of phone number:
3045. Thank you for your support!



Youth Group Updates, 2
PARENTS NIGHT OUT

     Connect young adults are offering parents the
opportunity to take the night off and go out! Get a nice
dinner, spend time together, connect. Your relationship
is the bedrock of your family, and as you draw close it
gives your kids a sense of security and love. So drop off
your kids at church and go out on the town!

Tues 2/14 6pm-9pm

SUMMER MISSIONS: MEXICO & TAIWAN

     Pastor Owen is leading two missions trips this coming summer:

Mexico - Youth With A Mission 
6/16-6/23
     One younger team will evangelize and visit orphanages as we
have done in past years. Another older team will evangelize and
build a house for a Mexican family. 
     Register by 3/17

Taiwan - Evangelize through English Learning Camps 
6/28-7/18
     Taiwan Missions team members will be solo teaching English to
classes of 30+ students. Members need to be baptized, growing
Christians, and have the experience and confidence to share the
Gospel with nonbelievers. 
     **Register by 2/5**

Kids & Youth Schedule:
     5:30pm Check In
     6pm Dinner & Dessert
     6:30-9pm Movie, Study Hall, 
     Games & Crafts)

Register your kids and
youth here by 2/10:

If any youth would like
to volunteer to help

out, sign up here:

Mexico Application here:
bit.ly/impactmexico23

Taiwan Application here:
bit.ly/impacttaiwan23

https://bit.ly/impactmexico23
http://bit.ly/impacttaiwan23


Prayer Requests
Please pray for FEBRUARY RETREAT!

YOUTH GAME PLANNING

Pray for the youth!!
That they would meet

God during this
weekend and know
him personally in a

lasting way.

Pray for Peter our Game Master as
he organizes the fun and antics over

the weekend. Pray that the games
would create new connections and

deepen relationships among
different grades

Praise God we have enough drivers to get to
retreat on Friday 2/17. We are still looking for

ONE more on Monday 2/20. If any parents are
willing to drive Monday, please contact Elanor:

elanor.lin@gmail.com. Help bring us home!

DRIVERS SPEAKER

Pray for our speaker, Edwin
Lin, that he would hear God’s

heart for the youth and
prepare well in relating the

truth to their lives.

COUNSELORS

Pray for the counselors, that they
would have energy and get

enough sleep!! And that God
would enlarge their hearts to

love the youth during the retreat
weekend.

WORSHIP SESSIONS

Pray for the worship team, that they would
play from the heart and lead us all closer
to God. Several youth may be playing on
the worship team this year, so pray that

they will have confidence and energy and
support as they give their time to serve.

NEWCOMERS

Pray for several youth who are
coming to retreat for the very
first time. Especially five sixth

graders! Pray that they will feel
safe and have fun and continue

to join us for years to come. 

SAFETY

Pray for safety on
the drive to and

from retreat, as well
as during the

activities of the
weekend

mailto:elanor.lin@gmail.com


     Life is so busy! As a result family conversations often center

around the events in a busy schedule. “What are you doing tomorrow?”

“How was your practice today?” “Have you done your homework yet?”

It ’s definitely important to check in on the day-to-day things, and

that’s one huge way that families are connected. But it  can be a breath

of fresh air to slow down and talk about something different.

1.  Choose a good time. 

     Nobody likes to be interrupted in the middle of something. When
parents interrupt, it  signals to the kids, “My schedule is more
important than yours. Get onboard.” And many times that’s true and
necessary—but it  doesn’t put the kids in the best mood to be open and
share! 

     Instead, try to choose a time when the youth are relatively free:
driving in the car, or if they’re taking a break from homework, eating
a meal.

     At the High School Parent Bonding Night, we gave parents and youth
an opportunity to connect by asking one another questions on a slip of
paper. Some questions were lighthearted—“What’s one thing that made
you happy this week?”—and some were deeper—“What is your very first
memory?” The questions were intended to give parents and youth a
chance to talk about something out of the ordinary.

     If you were there and found that conversation good and helpful,  then
follow it up this month! If you weren’t there but you want to try, then go
for it!  Here are some suggestions you could put into practice:

Connection Corner
Ask Open-Ended

Questions



More Questions:

https://selfsufficientkids.com/questions-to-ask-kids/) 

Serious topics for older teens:

https://www.ahaparenting.com/read/family-discussions)

     Some of the questions may seem a little silly, but that’s part of the

point! The point is not to take action. The point is to talk together and

daydream and laugh: just connect as family in the moment.

3. Share About Yourself

     If your youth isn’t opening up, or even if they are, you can always
take the time to answer the question yourself.  Sometimes if you answer
first it  will  give them ideas—or they’ll  disagree with you! Or it will  help
make them feel comfortable to share themselves.

Connection Corner, cont.

If you could be on any TV show or YouTube channel which would it
be and why?
What do you imagine your first day or college will  look like?
If you could have any three wishes granted, what would they be?
What are you excited to do when you’re a grown-up?
Would you ever go skydiving?
What was the high point and low point of your day today?
If you could create a new family tradition, what would it be?

2. Ask Open Ended Questions

     No one likes to be interrogated. Instead of pushing or applying
pressure, try asking a fun, open-ended question that’s meaningful to you
too. Here are some examples:

https://selfsufficientkids.com/questions-to-ask-kids/
https://www.ahaparenting.com/read/family-discussions

